
Nursing homes are a key part of the long term care continuum. Yet since the beginning of the pandemic, 
access to nursing home care is being squeezed by workforce shortages, increasing inflation and 
operational costs, and chronic government underfunding. As a result, many nursing homes are having to 
downsize or close their doors permanently, displacing vulnerable residents and leaving seniors and their 
families waiting longer or searching farther for the care they need.  

*Data is as of July 2024
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The outlook on seniors’ access to care 
is troubling without more federal 
support. The population is aging, the 
number of individuals of caregiving 
age is decreasing, and the rate of new 
nursing homes opening is declining. 
Without innovative, meaningful 
solutions and investment into long 
term care, seniors will face a future of 
increasingly limited care options. 

Sources:
AHCA State of the Sector Report, March 2024
AHCA Research Department analysis of CMS QCOR data, July 2024
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7
fewer nursing home beds+

CLOSURES

774
nursing homes closed+

28,421 
residents displaced+

66%
of facilities are 
concerned that if their 
workforce challenges 
persist they may have 
to close their facility

20%

7*71

of nursing homes 
have closed a unit, 
wing, or floor due 
to labor shortages

40 more U.S. counties 
became nursing home 
deserts+

57% of nursing homes 
have a waiting 
list for new 
residents

of nursing homes 
have limited new 
admissions
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A Steep Decline in New Facilities
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